As a First Year Seminar and a Writing Course, the contents of the course will be delivered through assignments designed to develop and reinforce three particular skills: Research Methods, Critical Thinking and Interpretation, and Academic Writing.
To reinforce those skills, students will participate in a semester-long Research Workshop on the topic: "Contemporary Latinx Digital Media" that will explore and analyze different aspects related to the representation of Latino/as in the media with an emphasis on digital content produced by Latinx groups and communities such as news outlets, blogs, magazines, video channels, social media platforms, advertisement, independent films, among others. Since the readings of the course offers mostly a panoramic chronological survey of Latinx literature, the workshop will offer the students the possibility of establishing an ongoing dialogue between the canonical readings and more recent representations of Latinx communities. This project is supported by the Digital Humanities Curricular Development Grant from the Provost Office.
II. Learning Goals Through this course students will:
• Understand and critically analyze the concept of Latinx literature and culture and other related terms and concepts.
• Contextualize the emergence and evolution of U.S. Latinx literature in terms of the historical, economic, and political conditions that have influenced its development.
• Articulate critical reflections and arguments about the works and topics studied.
• Recognize the significance and contribution of Latinx literature as part of a variety of literary traditions and appreciate how the issues and themes raised by Latinx creators express broader concerns and questions that relate to contemporary societies and the human world at large.
• Develop their research skills in the field of Digital Humanities.
III.
Learning Objectives Students will be able to:
• Demonstrate through discussion and writing an understanding and appropriate use of terms and concepts such as Latino, latinidad, Hispanic, or Chicano.
• Characterize and discuss major authors, themes, narratives strategies, and literary and artistic tropes that are the core of Latinx symbolic production.
• Illustrate and examine differences and similarities among the literary production of different groups of U.S. Latinx. Recognize how different elements such as national origin, skin color, gender, or sexuality shape the intersectional experiences and tensions of Latinx in the U.S. and inform the aesthetic discourses of different groups.
• Produce argumentative analysis and interpretations of the works studied.
• Develop writing skills through academic writing assignments using a process approach.
• Produce an interdisciplinary research project in the field of Digital Humanities.
Writing Goals
This is a writing course. In terms of writing, the students will:
• Develop writing skills through academic writing assignments applying a process approach.
• Elaborate argumentative analysis and interpretations of the works studied.
• Incorporate bibliographical analysis as part of their assignments.
• Use academic writing conventions. Print.
IV. Required Texts

VI.
Academic Requirements 1) Attendance and Work Ethics: Attendance is mandatory. Students are expected to attend every class, be punctual, actively engage with class material-whether reading, researching, or watching-and reflect on assigned topics before class. For a full grade (and for a successful class), students should attend and participate in every class meeting in ways that demonstrate careful preparation, wellinformed reflection, and that advance an understanding of the topic. Two absences will be excused. More than 3 unexcused absences will affect your final grade. After a total of 6 unjustified absences (3 weeks of class), the instructor maintains the right to withdraw and/or fail any student. No exceptions will be made. 2) Participation: During normal class sessions, the professor might introduce the topics through a short lecture to supplement or clarify the assigned readings, but will not provide a simple repetition of the texts or ready-made answers. Most sessions will revolve around group discussions. Students are expected to actively engage with the material and contribute to the sessions with regular questions, commentary, reflections, and general participation. 3) This is a reading intensive course. Achieving a solid grade in this course (B or higher) should require roughly 15 to 17 hours of work per week (2 ½ hours in class, 8 hours reading and watching the assigned materials; 5 to 7 hours working on assignments). 4) This is a writing intensive course. Overall, students will produce more than twenty pages of analytic writing during the semester. For some of the assignments students will implement the "writing as a process" method, which involves writing, revising, correcting, and re-writing several versions of the text. Students will write a first draft of each assignment, meet with a Writing Associate (WA) to discuss it, revise the document after that meeting, and then turn in a final version. Meeting with the WA and revising and improving your writing are essential to your final grade. All written assignments must follow the MLA format (including the "draft"). Please, consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (8th edition). http://www.mla.org/style. For more writing resources you can always go the Writing Center. 5) Writing assignments are due at the beginning of class or at the time stated by the professor. You will submit an additional copy via Moodle for archival purposes. Assignments turned in after the deadline will suffer a 3% reduction in their grade each day that they are late. For example, if you have a final grade of 87 (B+), but you turn in the paper four days late, a total of 10.44 points will be deducted from 87. Your grade then will be 77 (C+). 
VII. Evaluation
Oral presentations (10%)
Each student will be responsible to present to the class one of the journal articles in the syllabus. This presentation must demonstrate a critical, engaged reading of the article. The goal of this assignment is to familiarize yourself with the genre of academic writing and to enrich our discussions of the literary texts.
Essays (30%)
Students will write three argumentative essays (3-4 pages long) based on questions or topics presented by the professor. For these assignments students will work with a Writing Associate in order to revise and improve their writing. Students must present to the professor the final version along with previous drafts and revisions. All essays must follow the MLA style. More details about the essays will be posted on Moodle.
Journaling (15%)
Students will reflect on the DH Research Workshop on the course blog. These reflections will also be included in their personal portfolio in the course webpage. More information will be posted on Moodle and discussed in class.
Research Project (25%)
Through the Digital Humanities Research Workshop Students will work on a semester-long research project on the topic "Contemporary Latinx Digital Media" that will explore and analyze different aspects related to the representation of Latino/as in digital media. Each student will produce a digital scholarly research product as the final project of the course. More information will be posted on Moodle and discussed in class.
VIII.
Academic Integrity And Plagiarism Students in this course will be expected to comply with the Swarthmore College Student Handbook and its guidelines on Academic Honesty. Note that faculty guidelines require faculty to send cases of suspected plagiarism and cheating on exams to the College's Judiciary Committee (CJC), where suspension is likely and expulsion possible. In addition, the instructor has the automatic policy that any student whom he considers, on the basis of evidence available to him, to have engaged in plagiarism or cheating in any individually assigned work (i.e., in this course, exams and written reports) will automatically receive No Credit for the course.
IX.
Accommodations Statement If you believe that you need accommodations for a disability, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services (Parrish 113) to arrange an appointment to discuss your needs. As appropriate, they will issue students with documented disabilities a formal Accommodations Letter. Since accommodations require early planning and are not retroactive, please contact them as soon as possible. For details about the accommodations process, visit the Student Disability Service Website at http://www.swarthmore.edu/academic-advising-support/welcome-to-student-disabilityservice. You are also welcome to contact me privately to discuss your academic needs. However, all disability-related accommodations must be arranged through the Office of Student Disability Services.
X.
Course Schedule May change to accommodate guest presenters and student needs. All the assigned materials must be read before class. Materials might be added during the semester based on students' needs, interests and requests. Materials not included in the list of Required Texts will be posted on Moodle. 
